Spiral Study 3:
On A Curved Tempo

Andrew Byme

In the third study, the accerlating and decelerating spirals are rearranged as

repeating notes. A new spiral enters every 2 bars. In this setting, the polyrhythmic
relationship between the spirals can be heard - the second spiral is a 2:1 polyrhythm

to original, the third creates a 3:2:1 polyrhythms, the fourth 4:3:2:1. There are 24 spirals
in the study. These polyrhythmic relationships are overlaid with the state of exponential
slowing down which is typical of all the spirals. All are slowing down while maintaining

a fixed poilyrhythmic relationship with the others. In effect, the first spiral is heard as
articluting downbeats, suggesting a sense of a curved tempo as the texture expanding
to include 24 spirals.
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