
Spiral Study 2: 
Eight Rhythmic Spirals

Andrew Byrne

A feature of divisive rhythmicon is cascading of rhythmic lines that slow down and 
speed up at exponential rates, like a spiral. In Spiral Study 2, eight lines of 
rhythmic spirals are overlaid with the second half the mirror image of the first. The 
rhythmic features are supported by falling and rising chromatic and whole tone scales.

Performer:
The notated duration of notes is for convenience only. Player should aim to play all the 
notes at the same duration. 
The player is encouraged to shape the overlapping lines by crescendoes and 
dimunendos.

To correctly play exponential rate of change is impossible for performers. Spiral Study 2
is an approximation of this rhythmic process.
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